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The Trough was designed and built in 2016 by local Architects. 
Constructed in a rustic palette of ham stone, reclaimed roofing tiles and 

untreated timber boarding, the building sits sympathetically alongside the 
traditional farm. The Trough is part of a continuous farm diversification 
project and involved constructing a new farm shop and cafe within the 

land area of the existing working Longcroft Farm. 

The development has been created to provide the local area with a permanent 
and uniquely beautiful venue in the heart of the Somerset countryside to sell 
local farm produce and a restaurant for bespoke event parties and function. 

Alongside the family run restaurant is The Farmyard, an ideal place to enjoy 
peace and beauty of the countryside without forsaking the comforts of modern 
living. The architect designed apartments that sit in a quiet spot a stones 

throw away from The Trough and enjoy the same beautiful surroundings.

The original building (shown here on the left) was built in 2016     
and consisted of one open plan restaurant and bar space, a kitchen for 
preparing the food and WC’s all within the same building, measuring 

17m x 11m. 

In 2022 a Glass box was added (shown here to the right and below) 
to the existing building of which serves as a dining area 

measuring  12m x 10m, a kitchen extension of 5m2 was also added 
to cater for more visitors.
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As I approach the building, my first impression is of how 
the design has considered the landscape that it sits within, 
this is shown by the use of untreated timber and ham stone 
on the exterior of the building. The palette and materials 
of natural colour that wrap the building sit pleasantly in 
its surroundings. 

The views around the building are breathtaking, you can see 
open countryside for miles, this location will attract 
visitors for miles. 

It is no surprise that the interior has an open plan warm 
welcoming space filled with a wonderful mix of earthy tones 
alongside rich greens and yellows, which mirrors the 
exterior and the surroundings.  Floral patterns and moody 
lighting amplify the rich atmosphere. 

There is a variety of seating which is functional and 
interchangeable. The venue offers a space for parties and 
functions and so the seating and tables can be moved around 
to suit the number of people attending. This is a clever 
idea, they are not limiting themselves to a certain 
clientele and pride themselves on offering a warm welcome 
and a delicious dining experience to whoever visits.

The interior, starting with the entrance double doors, have been designed for wheelchair access with a flat pathway leading 
up to them. Once inside, you can either turn left to enter the huge dining room area or turn right to the cafe/bar area, 
farm shop and toilets, this gives you the option and freedom to do either and offers a warmer welcome.

The black casement doors open up on 
to a patio area where the visitor can 
enjoy dining al fresco in the warmer 
months. 

The space is functional and has been 
designed to cater for a high volume 
of visitors. The polished concrete 
floor runs throughout the building and 
there is even polished 
concrete sinks in the 
WC’s with the Trough 
emblem engraved on them, 
the attention to detail 
is evident throughout.

The variety in seating offers lounge chairs, 
upright leather seating, velour upholstered 
chairs and comfy relaxing snug areas, the 
space has something for everyone and so the 
design has considered the human experience. 

The concrete serving bar 
wraps around to include 
both spaces, which is 
accessed via a polished 
concrete floor.  Everywhere 
you look there is colour 
and style, warmth in the 
wood panelling and black 
casement windows to 
capture the panoramic view.   
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