
Turkish participation in Expos dates back to Expo 1867 in 
Paris. Ever since, Turkey has continued to be actively involved 
in World and Specialised Expos, joining the BIE in 2004. 

Turkey was the host country of Horticultural Expo 2016, which took place 
in Antalya. Their aim was to address global environmental issues, share 
experiences in horticulture and agriculture and to increase the quality of 
life through creation of green spaces and new job opportunities.

The flora of 51 countries from the U.K. to South Africa and Italy to South Korea were 
on display. On the first day of EXPO 2016 Antalya, Turkish Stars, one of the world’s 
few supersonic aerobatic teams, performed a show. Seven F-5 jets performed the 
aerobatics. 500,000 plants of 60 species and nearly 5 million seasonal flowers were 
also planted on the common ground outside the country gardens. Mosaic Culture 
was an attractive display of 108 plant sculptures on 10 surrounding islands around 
the Children’s Island. The 250,000 plants that comprise the 4.5-meter tall princess 
figure were planted one-by-one by specialists.



The organisers had mascots for the event, two Turkish children called Ece and Efe that wore traditional nomad clothing that was 
popular in the Antalya region in days gone by. Considering the dilemma that faced the tourism sector of Turkey in 2016, organisers 
were confident the event would boost this and calm people’s fears about how safe it is to travel in the country. 

As well as an 80 square metre lake on the site, 120 different species of 25,000 trees were planted, and amphitheatres were the scene 
for concerts and performances highlighting the botanical and horticultural side of Turkey. The park boasted about Turkey’s version 
of the Eiffel Tower as well as an island, glass bridge, museums and science and technology centres.

The tower was designed by Nita 
Architects measuring 1700m2

The tower features a circular view 
deck of three open petals, with a 
360° view giving a splendid vista of 
EXPO site and the beauty of 
Antalya floods on the background.

Expo Hill also hosted the medicinal and aromatic plants growing in 
Antalya and different geographies in Turkey. On a 2000-square metre 
area on the EXPO Hill, plants from nearly 68 species were planted, 
including thyme, bluebeard, baby’s breath and saint-john’s-wort. 

The symbolic trees that were requested from the governorships of 
81 provinces by the Food, Agriculture and Livestock Ministry, were 
planted on 1,000 square metres that forms Turkey’s Forest on EXPO 
Hill. The saplings of the symbolic trees including Taurus cedar from 
Niğde, black pine from Eskişehir, Caucasian spruce from Artvin, 
magnolia from İzmir and juniper from Aydın were planted in the 
exhibition area. 

There were ID tags in front of all the trees in Turkey’s Forest. After 
the Celebrities Forest and G20 Peace and Friendship Forest, Turkey’s 
Forest is the third special forest in EXPO 2016 Antalya.



EXPO 2016 Antalya did not only offer an international platform to address global environmental issues such as global warming, 
ecological farming, conservation of biodiversity, green cities,sustainability and food security but also gave an opportunity for 
participant countries to promote themselves through an international garden to millions of visitors from various continents of the
world. International gardens was to be a permanent promotional investment in Antalya, a city that can be reached by 1.5 billion 
people from Central Asia, Northern Africa, the Middle East and Europe with a flight time of three hours.

The setting and gardens remain and they 
continue to grow and they will provide better 
common spaces for the people of Antalya. 
The everlasting legacy of Expo has remained 
not only as a physical footprint but also in 
the vision and spirit of the citizens.

Wayfinding in different languages, in 
appropriate tones of colour around the site.

A total of 700,000 plants were used on the sculptures, which were designed in 
accordance with the biodiversity and historical sub-themes.The live plant sculpture 
exhibition had themes such as the birth of civilization in Mesopotamia where the 
first wheat grew, silk worms and the Silk Road, agriculture and domestication in 
Asia, rice and bamboo in Asia, the pastoralist Maasai tribe in East Africa and a 
symbol of hope in the “tree-planting man.”


