
MICRO SCALE - EDUCATION  colour, shape, texture

Furniture in an educational environment, like a primary school, needs to be highly durable. The materials used need to be of good quality as they are used every 
day, several times a day. Polymer is often used to make school furniture because it has unique properties, it is made of long, repeating chains of molecules. 
How the molecules are bonded will depend whether the material bends and stretches like rubber or is hard and tough like glass making it an ideal material used to 
make school chairs, most are designed with a unique leg system to actively prevent children from leaning back on them, they are easy to maintain and wipe clean, 
lots of different sizes are available for a range of children’s ages and designed to be stackable when needed to be packed away.  Sensory ergonomics in a classroom 
environment looks closely at colour, shape, texture, accoustics and lighting. All of these elements have an affect on a student’s mood, their concentration level, 
their anxiety level and so this is why it’s important to take into consideration the furniture that makes up a classroom, the furniture itself makes up the colour 
palette in a classroom, different shapes of furniture will add comfort to the overall effect.  Lighting is also a major factor within a classroom, helping the brain to
focus. In an ideal world each interior space within a school will have natural light flooding through windows, natural light can provide physical and physiological 
benefits to students, teachers and administrators. In reality, this is not always possible and so alternative solutions 
               such as daylight bulbs and tubes can be implemented to 
               recreate the sensation and benefits of natural lighting as 
               accurately as possible. Artificial lighting accounts for the
               biggest poportion of energy costs in schools and so good 
               design in lighting will help save energy whilst reducing costs.
                                                                                          It’s important for the classrooms to have different zones where 
               children can work on different subjects at the same time and
               so when smaller classrooms are limited with space, clever
                                          design will make use of wallspace or create an area that can be 
               multipurpose whilst proportions used correctly can have the
               power to make a large room feel cosy and safe for the children.


