
MEDIAN SCALE - EDUCATION  human scale post pandemic design

Since the recent 2020 pandemic, school settings have changed to accomodate students in a safe and sensible way. 
Seating has been designed to contain a students belongings, keeping them in one place, in a plastic container that can easily 
be cleaned with disinfectant.  Classrooms have had to cater for students to sit seperately on each table rather than a few to 
each table, creating safe distance space between eaching table. This is restricting in many ways, lots of outdoor spaces were 
created in the nicer weather to spread furniture around at a safe distance away from the next.  In some countries plastic 
barriers were made to fit around a child’s desk to protect them from eachother. The school washrooms have been rede-
signed with touchless taps and soap dispensers to reduce the risk of spreading bacteria. Outdoor washrooms were created   
          for each student to wash their hands before going to each classroom and lesson.         
                                                            What once were outdoor sociable spaces became classrooms, social interaction 
                                                            between students and teachers changed within the school environment. Since 2021
                                                            the schools have adapted and some of the changes remain, for the 
                                                            schools fortunate enough to have lots of outdoor space, extra modular
                                                            buildings have been built to create more learning space. Having these
                                                            extra indoor spaces means the layout of furniture can be adjusted to
                                                            suit the changes in the environment as and when it is needed. The 
          ergonomics are vital when considering furniture design for a school, as its 
          important that the seats give the children a good sitting posture, so that 
                                                            they can sit comfortably and have much better focus in class. A school 
                  setting is mostly made up of classrooms and corridors, wall space is
                                                            laced with literacy and numeracy images to help the children learn, this 
                                                            environment was paused during the height of the pandemic but gave the 
                                                                                  educators time to redesign the space to help bring the 
                                                                                  children back safely. In a school environment it’s so important to get
                the design right as the classrooms are complex spaces, lots of humans
                interacting within each space, the importance of which has made the 
                education sector become more aware of since the Pandemic.


