
Assignment Two

DESIGNING A FOLLY



I have explored themes and 
issues that are important to 
me and designed a Folly 
based on those ideas. Firstly 
I made a mind map to give 
me the chance to explore 
other words and feelings 
connected to those ideas. 



I live in a small village in Somerset. The main road that travels 
from the nearest town of Yeovil to the A37, that leads to 
neighbouring towns of Dorchester and Weymouth, cuts through 
the bottom of the village, halfway along that road is Yeovil 
Junction Railway station. Over the last 20 years of living in the 
village I have noticed a huge increase in demand for traffic 
passing through the village or travelling to and from the railway 
station. The increase of traffic has taken its toll, not only on the 
state of the roads but the deaths of the animals that are also 
trying to cross the road have increased. 



During lockdown in March 2020, we 
sadly lost another cat, our beloved 
Maisie. She was an 8-year-old 
tortoiseshell who mostly preferred to 
stay home. I’m convinced that 
because of lockdown, the roads 
were a lot quieter and so she thought 
she would take a chance and cross 
the road to explore the river on the 
other side. Somebody was passing 
and found her in the road, scooped 
her up, put her in a bag and knocked 
on a few doors of the terraced row I 
live in, a neighbour identified her and 
knocked our door with the sad news. 
We are a family of 5 and we would 
normally be working, at college, at 
Uni or school but because of 
lockdown we were all home. That 
morning was very sad indeed, we 
carried her to our allotment, not far 
from our house and buried her. Since 
that day, in the space of two months, 
two of our neighbours have also lost 
their cats to the dreadful speeding of 
cars through the village.



Sketches and 
doodle design 
ideas.



I have designed a folly that is functional, durable, self-supporting and doesn’t need 
foundations or tethering. I have researched materials and found a material that isn’t the 
cheapest to produce but most importantly it is an environmentally friendly material, it is 
carbon fibre. Carbon fibre is manufactured by refining oil to obtain acrylonitrile and 
then spinning this acrylonitrile and baking the spun yarn.
The two main points for the design of my folly are environmental and local. My thoughts 
behind the actual build of the folly and the costs involved would be a discussion for the 
local community and I would look at fundraising ideas to cover that cost.  
It is important that the folly not only looks impressive and profound but will teach 
children and adults the dangers of speeding in a built-up environment and remind those 
that do, to slow down and take a bit more care and think about the consequences of 
their actions. Not only is this good for the mind and takes into consideration other 
people's feelings and ultimately their loved ones, but pets can live a happier, less scary 
life.



About 90% of carbon fibre is made from the 
polyacrylonitrile (PAN) process. The 
substance is drawn into long strands or fibres
and then heated to a very high temperature 
without allowing it to come in to contact with 
oxygen. The remaining 10% are made from 
rayon or the petroleum pitch process, where 
the carbon-based materials are distilled.
Carbon Fibre is corrosion resistant, fatigue 
resistant and fire resistant. It has the 
strength of steel and the weight like plastic.



The folly will have a plain black frame 
consisting of 3 tall carbon poles that 
meet at the top and showcase the 
whiskers. The bottom of the folly will be 
made of carbon fibre poles in a 
horseshoe shape that can be used as 
seating, the ribbons in their bright 
colours will represent the lost lives of 
the animals, their memories will then 
live on in the folly.



The shape of the folly will enable 
people to sit and enjoy it, it won’t 
be weatherproof but can be used 
and enjoyed on the days when 
you don’t need to find shelter 
from the rain or snow. Ribbons will 
hang on the poles, in different 
colours, to represent the animals 
that have lost their lives in the 
village trying to cross the road. The 
folly can be used in several parts 
of the village, so with its 
lightweight structure, it can be 
moved easily on a regular basis.



Technical hand 
drawings of the 
Folly at scale 1:20.



Technical design drawings 
of the Folly at scale 1:20.



A visual mixed 
media piece 
representing my 
Folly in a village 
setting on the 
busy main road.


