
My story begins with my client, Marianne. She has recently downsized her family home and is 
looking to spend more of her spare time in a quiet space listening to music, podcasts or 

reading her favourite genre of book, psychological thrillers.



I began my design process by carrying out a mind-mapping exercise 
from the word ‘home’.  I thought of six words that connect to ‘home’. 
From that word I then wrote a few words that connected to that 
word. This is always a fun exercise that helps me dig a little deeper 
into my thoughts. 



home

love

family

Cooking

garden

house

comfy

being together

board game

food & drink

debates

discussions

celebrations

christmas

birthdays

family

safety

snugglingsleeping

sitting

rooms
spaces

music
design

bricks

life
calm

colour
flowers

family

food
taste

happiness



My next step was to choose one of the words and draw in 2D what 
I thought represented that word. It took several attempts with 

different ideas to finally come up with my favourite doodle.



I then played with lots of different 
materials and created a space. 
Firstly I used a seagrass table mat 
to create a base, I then added 
white paper as a surround 
finished with white paper style 
handles.



Secondly, I used an eggbox and a stapler and put together a space similar to the first, that you could 
occupy. This material was stiffer and less flexible to use than paper, definitely less user friendly.



I carried out further research and came across 
some exciting and influential shapes and form on 
the internet, that have also inspired my design.



I particularly like the layering effect I have 
created here.  Showing the same shape in 
different forms layered beside each other 
but each one giving a similar effect.  

I have taken this idea and created a model 
of the space for my client.  By using A4 
size coloured card and layering them in 
this way, not only does it give me 
interesting flexibility, but it gives 
character to the space.  Both colour and 
shape add texture and fun to the design, 
creating a curious space.



I sellotaped the pieces of paper randomly before 
adding envelopes, twisted to a length that 
represent the handles. By twisting the envelopes 
this made the material stronger. 



During my further research I came
across the following words that have 
given me lots of inspiration for what 
colours to include in my design.

• garden
• summer
• flowers
• sun
• sky
• happiness
• music
• books 
• nature
• mood
• feelings
• emotion



Adding two handles that the canopy can lean on 
creating a shaded space.



After analysing my model, I then looked at 
developing my ideas to incorporate the type of 
structure and materials best suited.  There are 
lots of different materials suitable for outdoor 
spaces.  To keep the character of the space I 
will use a lightweight steel inner frame that 
will carry the colourful acrylic outer material, 
the canopy will sit on its side with handles 
made from rattan that will be pegged into the 
ground using garden steel pegs.



My client has expressed how she would 
like to start spending more of her spare 
time sitting in quiet spaces and listening 
to music, podcasts or reading her 
favourite style of book, psychological 
thrillers. 

With this in mind it seems only fitting 
that I create the ‘Bohemian garden 
shade’, which can offer her the space to 
do all these things and more, the space 
can accommodate seating where one can 
sit and enjoy the beautiful outdoors, 
perfect for sipping sangria in the sun or 
wrapped up in a blanket under the stars 
listening to an inspiring podcast.



My canopy design is not complete without its own photoshoot.



Showing the 
space from 
different angles 
in the garden.



Showing the use of shade with the sun shining through.



The bohemian 
garden shade; a 
shady space to 
sit and enjoy the 
outdoors.


